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brutal and revolting was the anti-Jewish outbreak at Kish-
inev. I would not venture to say that Plehve personally
and directly organized these pogroms, but he did not oppose
these, in his opinion, counter-revolutionary outbreaks.
When the Kishinev pogroms roused the public opinion of
the whole civilized world, Plehve entered into negotiations
with the Jewisli leaders in Paris and also with the Russian
rabbis* What he told them amounted to the following:
"Make your people stop their revolutionary activity, and
I will stop the pogroms and abolish the Jewish disabilities."
"The situation is beyond our control",'1 was the reply. "The
young element, crazed by hunger, is out of hand. But
should a policy of relieving the oppression of the Jews be
inaugurated, we believe that the unrest among the people
will subside." Plehve appears to have heeded these words
and assumed a more liberal attitude toward the Jews, but
he was soon assassinated.
I should like to say a word about the status of the Jews
during my administration. It must be admitted that the
Jews played a prominent part in leading the forces of
unrest and in fanning the flame of discontent. Of course,
this circumstance may be accounted for and, to a consider-
able extent, justified by the intolerable legal status of the
Jews and the pogroms which the Government not only toler-
ated, but even organized itself. However that may be, the
outstanding part of the Jews in the revolution is an indis-
putable fact.
Immediately after my appointment, a Jewish deputation
headed by Baron Ginzburg, a very respectable and wealthy
man, called upon me. I received them, I remember, be-
sides Ginzburg, the deputation included: Vinaver, a lawyer,
later a prominent delegate of the First Imperial Duma from
the city of .St. Petersburg, Sliozberg and Kulisher, also legal
lights, and Varshawski, son of the celebrated railroad
builder. They came to plead the cause of full rights for